The Cabinet
returned to Downing Street on August 24th, assumed,
and assumed naturally, that, since he was to tender his
resignation, Mr. Baldwin would become Prime Minister
in the normal way. (II) We must assume that the King
was aware that only four ministers would follow Mr,
MacDonald that certainly, therefore, the bulk of his
Cabinet and, presumably, the bulk of his party was in
disagreement with him. This, in fact, proved to be the
case; only sixteen out of two hundred and eighty-nine
Labour members followed Mr. Ramsay MacDonald.
(HI) We know that the-King was never advised to com-
municate with Mr. Henderson, the Leader of those in
the Labour Cabinet who dissented from Mr. MacDonald,
who was elected the Leader of the Labour Party on ths
former Prime Minister's expulsion from it. (IV) We
must assume that the suggestion of Mr. MacDonald as
the new Prime Minister was made by the King to him,
and accepted by Mr. Baldwin and Sir Herbert Samuel
in consequence of what Mr. Webb terms "a correspon-
dingly strong appeal" made by the King to them It has
never been suggested that the idea of a MacDonald
Premiership in the National Government emanated either
from Mr. Baldwin or from Sir Herbert Samuel. Neither
is known to have discussed this idea with their party
colleagues before Mr. MacDonald accepted that comr
mission on August 24th*
It is difficult, therefore, in the light of the information
we have, not to regard Mr. MacDonald's appointment
on this occasion as the personal nomination of the King*
He was Prime Minister in no sense as the representative
of his party. His majority appears, at least, to have been
borrowed for him by the King in that "correspondingly
strong appeal" to the other party leaders of which Mr.
Webb speaks. He did not recommend to George V any